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COVER PICTURE STORY

Susie Davis, long-time telephone operator on the Comstock,
is shown standing at the old magneto switchboard in the Davis
Stationery Store on “C”’ Street. Her niece, Frances Davis Avansino
is seated. Time in the 1940’s.

Susie Davis faithfully performed her duties as telephone
operator for almost a half century, regardless of the fact she was
blind since early childhood. Her father was the first manager of
the local telephone exchange.

Susie’s niece Frances will retire along with the local telephone
exchange, after nearly forty years’ service, ending a dynasty going
back to the roaring days of the Great Comstock.

The Art Work for this book was commissioned by the Storey
County Bi-Centennial Committee.

It was executed by the artists under a grant from the Nevada.

State Council of the Arts.

Storey County Council Committee:

Louise Curran, Chairman
Mae Bromund Dorothy Colley Al Cunningham

This Limited Edition Directory, the inspiration of Virgil
Bucchianeri, is a project of the Storey County Bi-Centennial
Committee
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NOTICE TO TELEPHONE SUBSCRIBERS OF
THE VIRGINIA CITY EXCHANGE
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This directory has been issued to facilitate the use of the
more cumbersome equipment that has replaced the Magneto
Exchange.

Do NOT attempt to crank your telephone!

Numbers will now have to be ascertained from this booklet
and dialed out, number by number, on the round disc visible on
the equipment, or punched out on a series of buttons. Those
persons needing glasses must have them readily available or rely
on the assistance of their neighbors.

It will no longer be possible to locate the whereabouts of
other subscribers or misplaced persons by contacting the Operator,
should they fail to answer your call. Neither will it be possible
to determine the source of an incoming call that you have failed
to answer — unless you have a private answering service.

Do not attempt to contact the Operator to ascertain details
concerning community events, or to lodge objections to the de-
liberation of local governing agencies.

It can readily be seen that use of the new system will be
considerably more time-consuming on your part, and will require
patience.

LET US HOPE THAT THIS IS THE LAST CONCESSION WE MUST
MAKE TO “PROGRESS” AND THE 20TH CENTURY!



VIRGINIA CITY EXCHANGE HISTORY
by Ellen B. North

In November of 1877, telephones were first used in Virginia
City to connect the surface with the underground in the mines.
Though the telephone had been invented by Alexander Graham
Bell in Boston only a year earlier, mining magnates, financiers and
people at all levels of business were quick to grasp the immediate
and long-range advantages to the Comstock of this latest technical
discovery.

Word spread throughout the West when a telephone was
hooked up from the 1550-foot level of the Consolidated Virginia
Mine to the office on the surface. Two days after the phone’s
first use, the Sacramento Record Union reported, “The telephone
was put to work in the Bonanza mines today. It was found to be
very useful . .. "

The telephone was tested locally before it was implemented
in the mines. The Virginia City Chronicle related such an experi-
ment that included a musical presentation transmitted a quarter
of a mile by telephone.

Last evening there was a trial of the telephone at the Washoe
Club Rooms which was probably the most interesting of any yet
attempted in this city. The instrument was connected by a wire
with Professor Jessup’s rooms on C Street, opposite the Savage
Mine. Everything in readiness, Mrs. Barretta and Miss Pierce
played a piano duet which was plainly heard and thoroughly en-
joyed in the club rooms, over a quarter of a mile away, and the
applause which followed was heard in Professor Jessup’s room.
Mr. Ed Pierce then sang a solo, every tone of which was heard
in the club rooms distinctly. Some of the Washoeiles then at-
tempted to sing, but their effort at vocalization had a dampening
effect at the other end of the wire. Conversations were carried
on for nearly two hours to the amusement of all hands. The
programme will be repeated some evening next week.

Also in November, 1877, the telephone was used to transmit
voice over telegraph lines for distances greater than 30 miles. Such
a connection existed between the office of the Virginia and Gold
Hill Water Company and the station at Lake Tahoe.

By 1880 phones were being used between residences and busi-
nesses for convenience, as well as in the mines where they replaced
signal bells.

The Territorial Enterprise reported:

The use of the telephone is daily spreading in this city. It is
reaching out in all directions and is looked upon as a business
convenience of every day use that is quite indispensable. Our
businessmen would now hardly know how to get along without
the telephone.

Outside of the city the lines extend to the hoisting works of
all the leading mines . . . to the residences of businessmen and to
all manner of shops and offices.

Nevada's first telephone exchange was opened in Virginia
City in the back of the J. M. Davis Book and Stationery Store on
February 1, 1882.

The Virginia City exchange has been supervised by the Davis
family since that time. Mr. Davis was the first agent, followed
upon his death in 1906 by his wife. Later Susie Davis ran the
exchange from 1936 until her retirement in 1950. Since then,
Frances Davis Avansino has kept up the family tradition.

At some point the Davis family probably owned the phone
exchange but it is surmised that John Kearns put up some of the
money to establish it and that he, representing Sunset Telephone
and Telegraph Company, approached Mr. Davis about the latter
becoming agent for a full-fledged telephone exchange.

In 1896 Kearns succeeded in completing a line between Reno
and Virginia City over the old Geiger Grade.

By 1901, Sunset owned the Virginia City exchange. Butin
1906 the company ceased to exist, at which time the Pacific Tele-
phone and Telegraph Company acquired all of the Sunset stock.

Pacific continued to operate phone service in Western Nevada
until 1913. In that year Bell of Nevada was incorporated to serve
as a holding company during the construction of the first trans-
continental telephone line in 1914. Soon thereafter, Pacific trans-
ferred all of its holdings in Nevada to Bell.

On October 1, 1920, Bell of Nevada took control of the Utah,
Nevada and Idaho Telephone Company properties in many Nevada
counties, including Storey.

In 1959 the exchange was notified by the owner of the
building in which it had operated for many years that it would
have to vacate. Nevada Bell then built a new manual office on
C Street, equipped with a small kitchen for the convenience of
the operators. It was first used on May 21, 1959 with the old
switchboard.

In 1963 a new and larger drop signal magneto board was
installed in the Virginia City office.

The original switchboard was presented to the Nevada State
Museum in Carson City by the Nevada Council, John I. Sabin
Chapter, Telephone Pioneers of America.

But resistance to today’s technology could no longer be
maintained. At mid-day on June 14, 1975 dial phones went
into effect on the Comstock. On June 21, Nevada Bell presented
the phone company building to the Virginia City Historic District
Commission in whose possession it will remain as a relic of a
bygone era.
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Reinheller Jas'E SouthF . ....ccccsmocanvencsons 847-0721
Bichards Elizabeth Tavlor o= o viiine i sesmeta s 847-0468
Rabsen Margaret SouthG . . csc ox smimiom sie simim oomias = 847-0369
Redaers Wim SIlECEY 5 chaiies 65 voteales seilitaen s 847-0365
Rodhotse TROSE Al Lo sty s v hbacs s ste st - 847-0439
Rodriguez Guadalupe 99NorthC ................. 847-0241
Rosso Martin INOTERA ! & o uuiiiies sivateeidi ales b o 847-0196
Roth: Flora MSSCRIBAMRON /i s i Ml e sl 847-0136
Rudnick Rudy -SouthD: . cusnses siises saieesies = 847-0486
Ritle Kenheth SeUthB . ... ivcnviemr cnmmmmes s samme - 847-0357
Russel LaVeme SouthG: . qqiinns renases oo s 847-0418

S
StiMary'siln The Mountain E: «: s owinis avan s s 847-0797
SAlMon JIC SSOHEH. .05 v bwmmminan s mimaim e | e - 847-0582
SantesGarile SIUNVICEY sonnmnans sdveiieg oilsesiiz . 847-0694
Sappenfield Scott B&Sutton ................... 847-0392
Savagedean SGULRC ... 5 vvivninein simmypimmie 58 4 imas o 847-0563
Saw Dust Corner CRUNION .ive i wmieem ve sswins - 847-0744
Suhidmachey Sandra - SHUWELY " ie s tn s m nissme - 847-0372
Seskin'Walton'D: 161 NorthB = <. oz = owws s suwsnae 847-0592
SewelllRIE s Bide =5 seim s0 monis i ss s e 847-0792
Sevmotiy Flovd NOTERB . .l i e el o Shinbin o o 8mmm s 847-0197
Sharon House SouthC&Taylor................... 847-0133
Sierra Pacific Power Stewart ................... 847-0505
sierra Park SowEhE: n b cui i s sasen sasa i - 847-0188
Siver QHOBN-HE i eouis sbweuias wia sk e s 847-9980
Silver Queen #2 . ... v in i ca e 847-9995
Silver Store Antique Shop 25NorthC ............. 847-0255

Silver Stop Restaurant 25NorthC................. 847-0313
SHith EIWood SHVECEV, .o v Ainmhimios Wt i tnas S0, 847-0494
Smith Norman MD Stewart . : ...cinn cuioesis iasas 847-0428
BTN IROBE R SINEEIT im0 oo imosibi et s s (s Sz aies 847-0720
Solaga Ihez Divide - oo i soniomien doiiahios smrie 847-0436
Snarto Wi SOUERB 05l o vitid it ai wemiiless e ke 847-0269
5 B £ Ve (T 51 EATE WS BRI e~ s o ey g 847-0368
Spirbick:Dorkhy 'SouthC . . u. iasicwisn siwie e sste sjarslans 847-0147
SquiresiNana NBYYRGE: . . aie 50 mon oo inhomse s imbafietioss 847-0687
Stephenson G UNion < in as diesem ol 06)ie ¥ eess < o 847-0543
Stevans |an SUVTELY oo o wni cmums aomim amies s was 847-0232
Storey County Clinie: NarthC .. . s iicenss am s 847-0123
Storey County High School SouthD............... 847-0600
STOREY COUNTY OF
Building Dept - Hist Comm Bldg SouthC........ 847-0622
Ly erdiey) et Tikt Skt bl A NI T CA T R L, 847-0577
County Assessor's Office .. cooe= e vaens oo balins 847-0414
Director of Public Work Toll .- oo ciicin cc smivias 847-0166
District Attorney CourtHse .. . cusevenisnensnes 847-0333
If No Answer Call Carson City ............... 882-8098
Justice'of Peace 'ComrtHEe | . . .o wr eminins s s muie 847-0303
RECONARY - ciim sis saimiimsis siais <55 s isloiels are &k Sl 847-0244
SHERIFF'SBDFFICE: CourtHse . L\ ciiumm ein sosisgecs 847-0202
WEater SUStemns: mhisesivaus nnseass seiasbn vemes 847-0623
Storey County Swimming Pool Carson&F ......... 847-0664
Sun Mountain Pre-School GoldHI ............... 847-9986
Sundance Saloon B2SoUthC. '« ...re sviev ooy amne e 847-0636
Swansonillee K Southl ... iciesas sevenms smaans 847-0270
Swicker Beatpiee SHVICEY . v ais ssmies vie siavss s 847-0673
il
Tahoe Beer Hotell . o i~ s wisimis o woa mmis 4 wie simisioc - 847-9979
iahoe House '"4650uthE ., .- ovics o woeas v slsls s 847-0670
Tantehill iKate Mrs: SoUuthDl . . cnie o siizers s mvsm= » 847-0651
Tanier: Norman: INOrthA! . w. vvimwm sis sisseishe sy Bopams s 847-0386
Taylor Victor Maj Stewart =:.sui absievieeiayemss 847-0539
Territorial Enterprise Museum & Gift Shop SouthC... 847-0525
TheWay It Was NorthC . .ceuivaverassnssvmne 847-0766
iiigner dames SOHERE . cisuves dew swnte vt s 847-0259
oD Avid T GaldHl N, c e e e e s el 847-0449
Tornello Ralph NorthD .........couvesaiiuvinins 847-0672
st & Treasurs SOuEhE . <cuvns s wasis s msrde e e, 847-0527
ietelan Yannicle GoldE . Lt dcd b cnn i @ simnsimie e 847-0639
iticney Dail 105NorthB: . saies e i ave sisiaaiitate a 847-0547
Ttrney James D 235NofthC .. .. civswn se simimms <on 847-0137



U
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

FEDERAL ENERGY OFC

No Charge to Calling Party ............. 800-992-5792
FEDERAL JOB INFORMATION CENTER

No Charge to Calling Patly .o s =wmines a6 800-002-3030
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

No Charge to Calling Party ............. 800-992-5770

POSTAL SERVICE
VETERANS BENEFITS INFORMATION

No Charge to Calling Party ............. 800-992-5740
Vv
Van:Duzer Jera G2NaTthA, . cvvwvins cmasiae anomys 847-0460
Virginia City:Crier NerthC .. ... .c:. eseis e oo 847-0760
Virginia City Fire Dept NorthC ................. 847-0101
Virginia City Stables I&Union ................... 847-0545
Virginia City Trading Post NorthC ............... 847-0676
Virginia City Vintners 33SouthC ............... 847-0345
Virginia City Visitors Bureau SouthC ............. 847-0177
Virginia City Water Co 43SouthB . iocea s ok wns 847-0717
Virginia Comstock Saloon NorthC ............... 847-0450
Virginia Market 50SouthC .... .50 v i aw awia 847-0780
w
Wahténbrock L A SIIVICEY o comsimim s s s 5 847-0319
Wailua University of Contemplative Arts 108Mill. . . .. 847-0678
Walling Douglas NorthD) ... vc cosmn sa siigin . vuis 847-0218
Waltoni Richard, Unign&M . cores sy sin simpsom e e 847-0690
Washoe CIuBEBOULNC o oo i smiening eisicnr % fas 847-0567
Watsoh RIJUSOUThE . ceweisan swaneaviie setsstermsiul o biats 847-0271
Weelcs Ronald INOIEhA: ..o ccon wiy susbelbin win miopmitin als poim 847-0638
WesherBen GoldHl - coconay vo vosny on simim 55 sas 847-0591
White/Alma DIVIAE! « o smeinis s s slmns wis simiees oo sisos 847-0273
White Tack SOUhE . aio o 5mels o akemm bl siimera sl ile 847-0250
Williamson Beatrice SilVICtY .. cwani ow sieme ve suia 847-0482
Wion Deborah SouthC ...........0¢c0iieueunonn 847-0288
Wood Payid A&Sutton <o .. cviehes seses e ons 847-0142
Y
Yeates John! SouthA. .iumose =0 v s s s = em 847-0328
York Baird 163NOrthB. . . ..o coo vviv on wie swis o aie sims 847-0500
YoungByron SHUVICEy « cwmni pa gimiess i saaenien s 847-0729
Young Fred SOUtHE . cricmie o wommmsss woiermom smre 847-0387
Z
Zalac John SouthD ...........c.ciirirmnnnennnn 847-0146
Zalae Mary ‘Divide: - .. cecwws o= v e svicnmes e 847-0264

f-;r.'ﬁ.
%)
o
%5 In Memoriam <9
% | Wirginia Uity Magneto Telephone =
/3! 1877 - 1975 |
ey
%
?’g Memorial Services will commence
¢ at the former home of the exchange,
% Wirginia Gity, Nevada at 2:30 p.m
AR 8 RS e
% June 21, 1975
é'j under the auspices of ‘é
(R (.
;\; the Bell Telephone Qo. of Nevada "”:
+ + Uirginia City Historie District Commission -
gg' Storey Qounty Bi-Centennial Commission |
o5
.57 Donations to the ﬁiﬁtnrit Commission
S are preferred in lieu of flofers

%é) B ks T Fa
Q’é%s;,“ AT @ COOPT VNN

“Bone, but not fnrgntien"



